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Co-ordinator’s Catch-up 

Greetings everyone! I hope this finds you all coping with these 

changing times. As I mentioned in the last edition please be 
patient and kind over the next few weeks and check in on your 
neighbours and those that you know may be isolated and in 
need of groceries or medications, any assistance in lightening 
our load is appreciated. 

Cottage News 
  We are currently delivery 13 meals (twice per week) Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. Meals prepared so far include; corned beef with all of the trimmings, chicken 
caccitore, beef stew, chicken & vegetable soup and roast chicken. Meals are ac-
companied with a dessert (today mango and white chocolate muffins) or fresh 
fruit. If you are in need, please do not hesitate to contact us. We are open from 
9.30-12 Monday to Thursday. Thanks to Debra and Sandra Basic for taking this 
community service on.   
  Food relief packages are available for delivery or collection. Please phone by 
11am if you require one for that day or if possible the day before. You will receive 
a collection time and instructions on how to proceed. Food packages include a selection of pantry items, frozen meat 
and meals and fresh fruit and vegetables.  I would like to thank Dale for driving to Bendigo every Wednesday to collect 
food items for us, kindly supplied by the Bendigo Food share program and Fitzgerald’s Family Butcher for their ongoing 
support.  
   We are also offering a script pick-up service. These either are collected Wednesday afternoon or Thursday 
morning and are delivered to you Thursday morning. Enquires please contact the Cottage 5854 6482. Also, feel free to 
contact us if you require assistance with grocery shopping.  
  On a personal note, I would like to share some of my story with you. It is the second week of distance learning 
and what a whole other world it has been and this coming from a classroom teacher with many years of experience 
says a lot! Combine this with work and the challenges and stress are huge. As of today, I think we may have found 
some resemblance of a routine. I get up at 5.30am have a cup of tea and catch up on the news updates. 6am-7am work 
from home, checking emails and sector updates. 7am wake up the kids, let them thaw for a bit then breakfast, hair, 
teeth and dressed ready for school. 8am I sit with them and write out their daily tasks, explain them as we go. Anything 
difficult is put on the “wait until Mum gets home” list.  
  Then it is off to work for me, via chemist or supermarket if we require groceries for our meals. Get to work and 
hit the ground running! Coordinating food, mowing program, reports, grants, and individual assistance etc., etc. I try to 
do as much as I can at work, but have to also answer the FaceTime calls from my kids when they need assistance with a 
learning task. Tuesday and Thursday, I load up my car with food and deliver it on my way home. Once home, I make 
the kids lunch, play some basketball and then head back into the learning space. 2-3 hours of that and school is over! 
Thank goodness. A bit of cooking, cleaning and general chores, more work from home for me. Another game of basket-
ball and a walk-living out of town has its advantages. FYI the boys have not beaten me in basketball yet, but they are 
getting very close. Around 5.30 start cooking dinner, watch some TV or play a game together, quiet time and bed for 

boys.  I try to make a couple of phone calls to family and friends each 
night for my own sanity but to also keep in touch, being the only adult in 
the house can get a tad lonely as I know many of you will relate to. If I 
do not get all of my work done, I catch up on Fridays and over the week-
end.  
  I am looking forward to hearing and sharing your stories. If you 
would like to share your experiences, please contact me on the follow-
ing numbers and/or email.  
    We also have Tai Chi “Qigong” DVD’s from Ian Walsh’s 
class available free of charge. If anyone is interested please contact me 
and I will mail/deliver thanks.  
  If you know someone that needs help but will be hesitant to 
contact The Cottage, please ring me, Kezia on 5854 6482 or 0404 
686344  email  girgarrenh@bigpond.com   
  We also request that all visitors to The Cottage adhere to good 
hygiene practices and social distance measures – this will help us all to 
remain well so we can continue to provide services to you.  
Thank you, take care. Kezia.                    
      Girgarre Community Cottage 
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Whatever Gets Your Goat… 
Agriculture Done Differently, the growing diversification of farming in Girgarre 

 One of the nicest things about the goats, according to 
Nicole Griffiths, (pictured above) co-manager of TPG  
Dairies Girgarre operation, is their friendly and inquisitive 
personality. They are naturally curious animals, she said, 
and always unpredictable.  
  As you can see from the photos, there’s no ‘by your 
leave’ before jumping all over you or untying your shoe 
laces if you’re not wearing boots (I wasn’t) . They’re more 
than happy to chew on a shirt tail or jeans given the oppor-
tunity too! 
               Thirty years experience in the dairy industry 
meant the husband and wife team of Andrew and Nicole 
were well placed to take over the management of TPG 
Dairies Girgarre based dairy goat farm last year. Since then, 
they have enthusiastically embraced their new roles as 
farm managers, overseeing the milking of 850  
predominantly Saanen milk goats twice each day with 
plans to build the flock number up to 1200 lactating does. 
  At the moment, there are 300 dry does and 150 kids 
on the property and kidding takes place four times a year 
for year round milking,  Multiple births are common in 
goats, flock size can grow quickly.  
 Husbandry of a milking goat herd is basically keep-
ing an eye on general health with a great deal of attention 
given to foot care, says manager, Andrew Griffiths. “We 
see a bright future for our goat milk operation,” he said. 
“The goats are relatively easy care and the market poten-
tial for goats milk and other goat products is very good 
world wide. At the moment, demand exceeds supply; goat 
milk and meat products are highly sought after, a staple in 

many European and Mediterranean countries. There is 
room for growth in the industry”.  
               The Girgarre farm is one of two owned by TPG 
Dairies here in the Goulburn Valley. A sister farm over in 
the Tongala area is part of the company’s long range plan  
to have three goat dairies milking up to 5,000 head. On  
average, each doe will produce 1,000 litres over a 300 day 
lactation. The milk is dried and packaged for Bubs  
Australia® baby food company, for the Australian and 
Asian export markets. TPG Dairies are the second largest 
Bubs supplier in Australia.    
  For those of you interested in the nuts and bolts of 
goat milk production, the Girgarre farm uses a 15 a side 
swing over milking system. Future plans include upgrading 
the shed, installing teat cup removers and moving to a 
more automated, single operator system. Milking the 850 
does is very efficient, taking just 2 ½ hours followed by a 
clean up. The goats have all day access to pellets in a large, 
sheltered feed shed via an automated feed system, as well 
as access to straw. Pellets make up 90% of their daily nutri-
tion requirements. They are also free to roam pasture, 
goats tend to like browsing rather than grazing.   
Irene Labbett 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Photos: Above, taking liberties, chewing my shirt and undoing 
my shoe laces. Below: Healthy and happy young stock and 
right, Andrew and  Nicole alongside the feedlot.  
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ZOOM-ing With The Times!!  
Jigarre Jammin' Goes Online 

The social scene across Victoria, including Girgarre’s Jigarre 
Jammin’ was immediately affected by the Covid -19  
restrictions on large gatherings. The monthly play along Jam 
usually attracts up to 70 people and was the first of the local 
events to go into recess. The implications of this was quickly 
brought home to Jan Smith who was quietly concerned for 
the wellbeing of many of the Jam’s regulars. She felt that the 
loss of their beloved Jigarre Jam may be a little too much to 
bear along with all the other social isolation restrictions in 
place.  
 Following some deep thinking and consultation with 
her daughter Lisa, Jan came up with the idea that all groups 
in Girgarre should continue as usual but with a different 
twist. It did not take long before the popular online platform, 
Zoom, was deemed the way to go. Once the  decision was 
made, it was only moments for the dream to be realised, and 
not many more to gather interest from the Jig Jam mob.  
  It just happened that Saturday 24th April was the  
actual day Jigarre Jammin' began 10 years ago. The organis-
ers had big plans to celebrate this, the 10th anniversary of 
Jigarre Jammin’, on Saturday April 25th 2020. Co-incidentally, 
that weekend would also have been the first of 
the popular camp weekends for the year! Well, 
circumstances may have closed them down, 
but why not launch the anniversary "party", on 
Zoom anyway? Before long, the preparations 
were sorted, some history found in the ar-
chives; songs prepared; interest registered; 
links sent out and VOILA!! It happened. Sixty  
people from far and wide registered to join this 
amazing new technological opportunity, many 
of them were already using Zoom to keep  
connected with their families and knew how to 
use it too - a bonus. 
  Participants "arrived" on the day, one by one and 
were accepted and greeted by Lisa at the helm. At 1.30pm 
sharp the show began. It was exciting to see all those familiar 
and happy faces waiting to see how this would unfold. After 
a short introduction to Zoom and a warm welcome from Jan, 
the original team brought out songs that were presented at 
the first Jam- some memories, some newer songs and a few 
interviews to celebrate the 10 years. There was even a 

‘virtual’ cake, brought along by one creative leader, (pictured 
below) Small groups were also given a chance to "break 
away" into another online "room", giving each small group a 
5 minute opportunity to share memories of their time at 
Jigarre Jammin'.  
  Zoom technology has design limitations when it 
comes to playing along to music online. There are problems 
with delay between one computer and another. However, 
everyone could see the word sheet and hear the leader, 
meaning they could play and sing as loud and hard as they 
liked in the comfort of their own lounge. Much the same way 
they would if they were sitting in the Girgarre Hall.  
  You know, in the beginning not one of the original 
team of leaders from Jigarre Jammin’ could have imagined 
they would still be offering a Jam 10 years later. What’s 
more, that they would still be offering a program very similar 
to the one with which they began. There’s been a few tweaks 
along the way to enhance the appeal and content but it is 
pretty much the same program. Numbers have grown greatly 
over the years. The program has seen people come and peo-
ple go, but always there is laughter and music, and a smile at 

the end of every month. Not forgetting all 
the new friendships, new bands who have 
formed with other musicians they’ve met at 
Jigarre Jammin’, new ideas, new songs and 
new skills.  
  The organisers put the 10 year  
success of Jigarre Jammin' down to the  
following… "if it works, don't change it";  
"don't die wishin’ you'd done it"; "music is 
magic"; "if you look after the beginner, the 
rest will just happen".  
 But, the most generous attitude  

behind it all is - share what you know, offer the kind hand of 
friendship and put the kettle on!!  Di Burgmann. (Di is one of 
the original thinkers who developed, and continues to make 
Jigarre Jammin’ the success it is). 
 
Below: Screen shot of some of the happy  
players. (Photo with thanks to Yvonne Ho) and the birthday 
sponge filled with Jam and cream provided by leader Audrey 
Dickens from Gunbower.  
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The rain that fell early in March was widely welcomed by 
local farmers. It was a good start to autumn, but it did set 
back the plans to lay the base of the new Green Thumbs 
Nursery at the Gargarro site by a few weeks.  
 However, a few beautiful sunny days last week 
cleared the way for the work to begin. Thanks to John and 
Frank Zobec, the topsoil was removed and stored for future 
use and the 1800 tonnes of Mt Scobie road base, kindly  
donated by the Shire of Campaspe, was spread on the pad 
for the Nursery compound and the remainder on the lateral 
paths in the gardens by local contractor, Ali Doolan. It was a 
busy day with two trucks, a tractor and roller, a water tanker 

and a grader coming and going until the work was finished 
on Friday 24th April. 
  Top dressing the road base with blue metal is still to 
come, followed by fencing the Green Thumbs Nursery site.  
All will depend on the weather and may not happen now 
until spring. Overnight on Tuesday 28th, Girgarre received 
26 ml of rain and a further 26 the following day.  
 Fencing, along with the public launch of the plan  
cannot begin until the Covid-19 restrictions are lifted. In the 
meantime, behind the scenes, work continues tweaking the 
detailed plan for the gardens.  

Gargarro On the Go -  Steady Progress of a Long Term Goal.  

Left : The 31 X 27 metre Nursery  
Compound base and below left, the work 
continuing on the  paths. Right: the  
Nicholson’s encouraging message on Curr Rd. 
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SHEPPARTON WORKWEAR & SAFETY 

 

189 – 197 High Street  SHEPPARTON VIC 3630 

FOR ALL YOUR WORKWEAR CORPORATE WEAR 

AND  EMBROIDERY 

 

Ph.: 5831 4838 

 Fax: 5831 1696 

Email: sales@sheppartonworkwear.com.au 

Here's a little story about Hume and Hovell, two very well
- known explorers of Australia. They set out on a journey 
to find a way to the unknown south in October of 1824. 
The expedition was very successful. It discovered new  
territory and is regarded as one of the most successful 
explorations in early Australia.  
 What is not so well known however, is how the  
personalities of the two clashed and the comical results of 
one notable incident in particular. Hamilton Hume was 
what is known as a ‘currency lad’, a first born Australian 
and a natural bushman; Captain William Hovell, a fine  
navigator, was an educated but aloof Englishman.  
Depending on which version of the story you read, they 
quickly became rivals and argued from the start, trouble 
was bound to happen. 
  Hamilton Hume, who had been given government 
support for the journey, accepted an offer from William 
Hovell to join the expedition and provide half the men and 
cattle needed. Governor Brisbane’s original instructions 
were not to cross rivers they came across, but to seek the 
outflow of any that flowed to the south into Spencer gulf. 
 However, by the time they left, their expedition was 
largely private and self funded and they set out to find the 
Southern Ocean and Bass Strait near Westernport. Hovell, 
the navigator did not keep a map, something that may 
have been a boon later on had he done so, but he did 
keep a journal in which he wrote regularly. The two part-
ners, Hume and Hovell, slept in one tent, while the other 
six men on the expedition slept under tarpaulins.   
   After a conquering some of the difficulties that you 
would expect on such an expedition through rugged  
country, the first major disagreement surfaced over 
Hume's insistence on crossing the rivers rather than  
following orders. Eventually, they arrived at the seemingly 
impenetrable Snowy Mountains, a formidable barrier. 
 It was there that the tensions came to a head and 
there was an argument of monumental proportions with 
some comical results. It centered around which way to 
find a way through. Hume wanted to go around, Hovell  
arguing against this. The results were that they decided to 
divide provisions and go their separate ways. This was Ok 
until it came to the tent which they inexplicably decided 
to cut down the middle. That was not all though, an even 

more heated exchange and fisticuffs ensued over the one 
and only frying pan. The results of this argument, which 
was nothing if not an all out brawl, resulted in the frying 
pan coming apart, one man taking the pan and the other 
the handle. Was this a victory of sorts?  Perhaps, but you 
have to wonder what the rest of the team, observing this  
exchange between their esteemed leaders, were thinking. 
  Hovell then led his men straight into the Snowy 
Mountains until one of his men, Thomas Boyd, convinced 
him the route was too dangerous. Hovell listened and they 
turned around and later caught up with Hume who had 
found an easier way through the mountains.  
  The party crossed the Murray River at Albury, then  
proceeded south crossing the Ovens and Goulburn Rivers, 
eventually breaching the Great Divide at Pretty Sally via 
what is now the Strath Creek road at Flowerdale, moving 
west along Sunday Creek to Broadford.  
  Eventually, after 16 weeks, on Thursday 16 
December 1824, they reached what is now Corio in Port 
Phillip Bay. This is where Hovell’s lack of a documented 
map let them down. An error of one degree of longitude 
was enough to lead them to think they were in Western-
port.  
 That it was Westernport was a view held to by 
Hume for a number of years. It was not until James 
Meehan, a seaman who had sailed to Port Philip earlier, 
was able to convince him he was wrong and that it was, in 
fact, Port Phillip they had reached. Hume had no choice 
but to accept this. A great achievement all the same.  
 On arrival at Corio, the group were exhausted, their 
clothes were in rags and they had very few supplies left. 
They killed some of their bullocks for footwear and meat 
and raced each other home, travelling an easier route to 
the west, taking only 31 days, each eager to get credit for 
their success. In the end, the relationship of these two 
strong personalities had soured to such an extent that 
they remained bitter enemies to the end. Both were  
rewarded with large land grants and published  
conflicting versions of the  
expedition. The rest as they say, 
is history.  Irene Labbett  
(from various sources) 

FACT - A True, If Somewhat Comical Story 
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AND FICTION - A Story by Maria Radenov* 

"Got that sorted, have we?"  The challenge in Jacko’s 
voice consolidated the discussion. “Yeh – I vote we go 
with hooking some of the net into the boat and cut 
away as much as possible,” Muzz said. Finno and Trev 
agreed and the four mates split the jobs as planned.  
  Finno, on account of his precise and steady 
steering skills, was to nudge the boat delicately up to 
the huge wash of plastic netting and keep it there. 
Muzz, an ace bowler in his day, would toss the grapnel 
into the heap, play it in and secure it, while Jacko and 
Trev would haul some of the stuff over the gunwale, 
and then the three of them would hack through as 
much of it as fast as they could.  
 “The biggest hole possible, fellas, and we’ll see if 
we can pull it off if he starts moving out,” Jacko said, 
and once more sized up the drift of knots and ropes 
and floats as big as his back yard. Heckuva gamble! 
What was inside the net was bigger than the boat. If 
anything went wrong … it would all be on him. The  
prospect curdled his innards: this was none of these 
blokes’ day job and it could end up a foolhardy mess … 
  Finno had the boat in position and then,  
inexplicably, he left the bridge. “Yer gunna have to 
work mighty fast,” he said, “so I’m lendin’ yer this.” 
And he drew from its leather sheath a flash of pure 
brilliance and handed it to Jacko. “Uh, geez, Finno, 
that’s yer *Kalahari Sportsman! Ya sure … ?” “Yeh, 
Jacko, ya need the sharpest thing on this boat, so lis-
ten.”  
Finno was always serious. “Yez’ll  never handle an edge 

so beautiful and terrible as this. So treat it with  
respect!”   
  Jacko held the blade reverentially on his open 
palms like an offering to the gods. Both Trev and Muzz 
came to look at it – spotless, dazzling bright, and for 
the first time known, in hands other than Finno’s. The 
usually taciturn Finno was back at the helm before an-
yone could put thoughts into words. "Kerrr-ikey!” Trev 
gasped in a low voice, still captivated by the sheer 
length of super-honed craftsmanship. “He never lets 
anyone put a finger on that thing."  “Don’t flippin’ lose 
it,” Muzz advised. “Yez’ll never hear the end of it.”  
  Large swathes of the floating net were hauled in 
as intended. The Kalahari and its lesser cousins slashed 
through great folds of it till the deck was piled to the 
knees with tangled nylon.  The overhang was then let 
drop back into the ocean and, as if it knew, the young 
humpback found the great gaping hole and swam free. 
The men hurrahed it on its way. It breached twice in 
gratitude and disappeared.   
  As they towed the rest of the netting ashore, 
Jacko contemplated the extraordinary experience of 
the day. Unlikely to ever happen again – singly or let 
alone together – an intimate encounter with the  
leviathan and brief possession of Finno’s hallowed 
blade: two entities so very different and yet not. Clean, 
slick, streamlined grace – at once beautiful and terrible 
both.   
*The Bark River Kalahari Sportsman: a very sharp, long-
bladed hunting and fishing knife. 

RESCUE   

*The story above was written by Maria Radanov, a member of the Kyabram Town Hall Writers’ Group. Members 
are diverse in interests, ages and backgrounds. This makes for some very interesting and informative discussions 
of a range of things, which include life generally, sharing stories and poetry, and of course dissecting the prob-
lems of the writer’s craft. Currently the group is hoping to put together a book of original works for International 
Women’s Day 2021. Members of the public are invited to submit fact or fiction as a short story or poetry.  It’s not 
a competition and the subject has to feature women. Details can be sought from Maria 0427 194 885.  

Humpback Whale 
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH AND DINNER 
MONDAY – FRIDAY $10.00 LUNCHES AVAILABLE 

Come in, relax and enjoy our fabulous  

modern facilities 

82 ALLAN STREET KYABRAM Ph: 5852 2431 
www.kyabramclub.com.au  

office@kyabramclub.com.au  
  

QUALITY BISTRO DINING, SUN SHADED  PLAYGROUND, 

FOXTEL, LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, OFF STREET PARKING, 

SPORTS BAR, LANDSCAPED COURTYARD WITH 

BARBEQUE  FACILITIES, CONFERENCE ROOMS, TAB, 

KENO AND EFTPOS FACILITIES. 

COTTAGE SERVICES AND LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 

COTTAGE HOURS. The Cottage is 
open 10am to 3pm, Monday to 
Thursday at 27 Olympic Street, 
Girgarre. Coordinator: Kezia Talbot. 
Telephone: 5854 6482  for services 
listed below.  

COTTAGE SERVICES.  
FOOD BANK. Food parcel available for 
those in need. Confidentiality ensured. 
Available Monday to Thursday 10am to 
3pm.  
 
COMMUNITY CAR. Information and 
criteria for bookings. Contact The  
Cottage.  
 
SENIOR'S GROUP. Meet weekly for  
outings or social events. Meet Tuesdays 
10am at the Cottage. 
 
UTILITIES ROOM FOR HIRE. Need a 
space to hold a meeting, do some train-
ing, hold an event or activity? The    Cot-
tage has a room for hire including tea & 
coffee.  
 
Tai Chi with Ian Walshe positive. Classes 
are at the Hall Thursdays 10.30am, 
$2.50 per session.  
 
ITEMS TO HIRE Specialty items  
including shower chairs, walkers, porta 
cots, child's car seat, wheel chair, baby 

bath, high chair, walking sticks.  
VOLUNTEERS WANTED. Teach a class, 
join the committee or help out at the 
nursery. 
 
FREE PLAYGROUP Mondays 10am to 
12pm. Held at the Girgarre Kindergar-
ten.  
 
DONATE CLEAN DENIM Ros makes it 
into quilts. Stains don't matter.  
 
DONATE ITEMS TO HELP OTHERS   
Spectacles , mobile phones, routers, 
bras, baby items, mastectomy items, 
cotton clothing suitable for Fijian      
climate www.upliftbras.org. Plastic lids 
off soft drink bottles, juices and water 
bottles for Envision. 

 
BOOK SWAP Leave a book and take 
one. Free Service at the Cottage. 
 

GIRGARRE (CAMPASPE) REGIONAL  
LIBRARY Borrow a book, DVDs, talking 
books - thousands of titles can be     
ordered & delivered to The Cottage. 
Book online at 
www.campaspe.vic.gov.au/library  

 
PRESCRIPTION SERVICE Leave your 
scripts for collection and return. Free  
service at the Cottage 
 

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
GIRGARRE PRE-SCHOOL  
Enrolments welcome anytime 
www.kyabramkindergaten.com.au or 
phone 0428 738 147 
 
GIRGARRE MEMORIAL HALL HIRE . 
Available for your next event. All book-
ings: Phone The Cottage 5854 6482 

 
STANHOPE MEN'S SHED Open Mon, 
Wed & Fri, 9am to Noon. Tea & coffee, 
chat, computers, wood and metal 
lathes. Phone Des 0457 300 321 

 
WORDS ON WHEELS Everyone           
welcome. Stimulating discussions on 
topical subjects. Third Tuesdays 6pm. 
Phone Cottage 5854 6482. ($5 includes 
a meal) 
 

PLAY A UKULELE? - the J-Ukes meet on 
the 1st, 3rd (and 5th) Wednesday in the 
Cottage Utility room from 1.30 - 4pm 
($2). All welcome. 
 

Tai Chi-Tai Chi with instructor  
Ian Walshe. Classes are at the Hall 
Thursdays 10.30am, $2.50 per session.  

Monday , Tuesday and Wednesday take aways.  

Kyabram Club Keep up to date on FaceBook 

http://www.kyabramclub.com.au
Kyabram%20Club
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HALL BOOKINGS 
 As you know, our well appointed and well used 

Girgarre Memorial Hall  
and Supper Room  

are available for hire. 
 Contact  

Girgarre Community Cottage  

Ph: 5854 6482 

Open Monday -Thursday 10am - 3pm 

Stanhope Men’s Shed is closed until further notice. 

Girgarre Fire Brigade 

Despite what is happening with the Corona Virus, 
the Girgarre Fire Brigade is still available for any 
emergencies that may happen in our community.   

Hygiene is extremely important to us and we will 
endeavour to keep both you and us safe. 

Please keep in mind that now the fire restrictions are 
over, if you wish to avoid an unwanted visit from us, 
you should register your burn off at  

1800 668 511 

Cockadoodledoo! 
The market and 

chook auctions are 
closed until further 
notice.  Watch FB 

for updates. 
Cluck! 

 

 

The Clinic at Stanhope  

is closed during the lock down.  

 

Please phone  

Kyabram Regional Clinic   

5852 1888  

if you need  

medical assistance. 
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FRIENDS OF GARGARRO 
CATERING AVAILABLE 

Need catering for a function?  
Well, the Gargarro Gardens  

Catering Team will be more than happy to cater 
for your needs  

depending on numbers. Phone Bernie Ryan for 
more info if you are planning a function.   

Ph: 5857 2407   Mob: 0455 578 722 

CLASSIFIEDS & SERVICES 
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Tongala & District Memorial  

Aged Care Service Inc. 

Serving the Community since 1925 

• R.M McHale Hostel, Koraleigh Nursing Home 

for planned & emergency respite care &  

permanent residential aged care 

• Deakin Village – retirement rental units 

• Memorial Drive Retirement Village 

 

For further information contact: 

Sarah Tee, 18 Purdey St, Tongala Vic. 3621 

Phone: 03 5859 0800 

 

Email: admin@tongalaagedcare.com.au 

“Care in a Friendly Town” 
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WHO WE ARE 

THE FOUR PILLARS OF GIRGARRE 

The Girgarre  
Development Group   

 
Celebrating the Achievements  

of our town.  
Building a Sustainable and  

Vibrant Community. 

Education  
The Girgarre Primary School  
Preparing a Path to the Future 

The Girgarre Community Kindergarten 
We aim to achieve an environment where everyone belongs, 

feels welcomed, valued and respected, while providing  

learning opportunities for children  

through exploration and play.  

Sport 
The Girgarre Recreation Reserve 

The Girgarre Football Netball Club   

The Girgarre Tennis Club 

The Girgarre Cricket Club 

The Community Cottage 
The Community Centre exists to help, 

support and encourage people of this rural 

area to enrich their lives by developing 

friendships and new learning skills. 

ADVERTISE WITH US 

The Girgarre Gazette is published and distributed  

electronically as well as in print to over 400 people via the 

Girgarre Post Office. It is also available at: Rob Varcoe’s shop, 

228 Allan St Kyabram; Nanneella Store, Rushworth & District 

Community Bank; Corop; Stanhope and is published on the 

Girgarre Website.  wwwgirgarre.com.au  

 The Gazette is produced for the benefit of the wider 

Girgarre community by the Girgarre Community Group Inc. 

(The Cottage). 

Join our email list! Drop us a line  

EMAIL: girgarregazette@yahoo.com.au  

 

Advertising 

Advertising space is available.  

Contact the Cottage or the  

Gazette for details. 

Gazette is designed by   

HiViz Event Management & Promotions. 

www.hivizevents.com.au 

CONTACT THE COTTAGE           

Girgarre Community Group Inc.   
(The Cottage)  
A1601  ABN:  66 944 230 131.  

27 Olympic St. (P.O. Box 35), Girgarre, 3624 

Phone:  (03) 5854  6482   Fax: (03) 5854  6484     

http://girgarre.com.au/girgarre-community-cottage 

E-mail:  girgarrenh@bigpond.com 

Coordinator: Kezia Talbot 
Connect with us on Facebook. Girgarre Community Cottage  

www.girgarre.com.au 

The Girgarre Gazette 
Do you have something you would like us to share?  

Deadline for publication is the 20th of the month  
Email: girgarregazette@yahoo.com.au 
 Proudly sponsored by  

The items published and the views expressed in this publication are those 

of  the contributors, and not necessarily those of the Editor or the  

publisher of the Gazette 

Our active and vibrant community, working together 

http://www.hivizevents.com.au
http://girgarre.com.au/girgarre-community-cottage
mailto:girgarregazette@yahoo.com.au
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Group Name Details Contact name Contact  number 

The Girgarre Community Group Inc. President Duncan Rodrick 0427 391 706 

The Girgarre Community Cottage 
3rd Monday 7pm 

Coordinator Kezia Talbot 5854 6482 

Girgarre Seniors 
 

Tuesdays 10:45am 
  

Debra Stelzer 5854 6482 

Words on Wheels 
Girgarre Cottage 

Discuss chosen books 
3rd Tuesdays 6pm 

Carol Ohlin 5854 6371 

Girgarre Green Thumbs Nursery Nursery Sales Carol/Loraine W Carol 5854 6371 

Girgarre Open Garden Committee Open Garden Festival Loraine Warde 58546236/0438 546 237 

Girgarre Playgroup  0-5 years 
Monday 10-12pm, 

Girgarre Kindergarten 
Begins 2nd week of terms 

Bernie Smith 5854 6482 

Jigarre Ukulele (J-Ukes) 
1st & 3rd Wed (5th) 1:30pm 

Play/learn with others 
Girgarre Cottage 

Lyn Cosham 5859 0297 

Girgarre Patchwork Quilters 
Fridays 9:30am 

Quilters and sewing group 
Memorial Hall 

Nola Marke 5854 8226 

Girgarre Line Dancers 
Thursdays 2pm  $7 

Memorial Hall Gloria Atkins 0400 539 778 

Carpet Bowls-Thursdays 7:15pm April 
to August 

All ages. 
Memorial Hall 

Theo George 
Rob Varcoe 

0428 740 976 
0409 975 997 

Girgarre Community Kindergarten Lead Educator Robyn Swan 5854 6368 

Girgarre Primary School Principal Peter Caldow 5854 6275 

Girgarre Returned Services League 
1st Tuesdays 7pm. Feb-Nov 

President 
RSL Club Room 

Laurie Young 0429 009 515 
5854 6303 

Girgarre Country Fire Authority 
1st Monday 7:30pm 

Captain 
CFA Meeting Room 

Maree Gadzinski 5854 6264 

Stanhope/Girgarre Lions Club 
2nd Wednesday 7pm 

President 
Stanhope Hotel 

Avis Weller 5854 6383 

Girgarre Community Church 
Sundays 9:30am 

Christian Church 
  

Ron Gregory 5854 6382 

Stanhope and District Men’s Shed 
Mon, Wed, Fri. 9am-12 

Have fun and create. 
3 Tivey Rd. Stanhope 

Des Crichton 0457 300 321 

Girgarre Memorial Hall Committee Memorial Hall Dennis Hammond 04112 1260 

Girgarre Development Group (DGD) 
Last Tuesday, Jan-Nov 7:30pm 

Girgarre Improvements 
Memorial Hall 

Jan Smith 5854 6283 

Gargarro Project Gargarro Botanic Gardens Athol McDonald 5854 6324 

Friends of Gargarro Garden - 
working Bee 4th Sunday of month 

Chairperson Bernie Ryan 5857 2407 

Girgarre Craft Market 
2nd Sundays. 8:30-12 

Bookings/enquiries Carol Ohlin 5854 6371 

Girgarre Farmer’s Market Bookings/enquiries Jan Smith 5854 6283 

Jigarre Jammers. Feb to Nov 
4th Saturday 10:30-4pm  $2 

Acoustic Music Irene Labbett 0429 149 246 

Girgarre Living History Book title “Girgarre” 
Record of local history 

Athol McDonald 
Jenny Wadelton 

5854 6324 
5852 2301 

Girgarre Recreational Reserve President Darren Butler 0427 546 332 

Girgarre Football/Netball Club President Brendon Nicholson 0413 022 398 

Girgarre Cricket Club President Mick Coyne 0488 296 566 

Girgarre Tennis Club President 
Secretary 
 

Josh Maudsley 
Fiona Smith 

0400 546 766 
0408 502 274 
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ACM::  John Hommes reported that the company is 

very happy with site progress and that they are on 

track to start processing cheese in August.  

Solar    - Peter Leeson reported that he believes con-

struction will start late this year or earlier next year on 

the solar project on Mason Road. AMO and Powercor 

are undertaking investigations of networks in Northern 

Victoria. 

Biodigester update:  Ian reported that AGIG have 

asked for an extension of the time frame to come back 

to Resource Resolutions due to Covid-19 delays. 

Kilter Ag:  Callum reported that tomatoes are being 

harvested at this time although harvest was delayed 

due to Cedenco factory shut down for a major clean. 

Heavy rains have impacted the harvest, production 

yields estimated to be halved. Callum stated that be-

fore delays it was the best tomato crop the company 

had ever produced.  

Irrigation System in the Park: Craig Rowden from the 

Campaspe Shire reported that the system to automati-

cally water park is nearing the end of the design phase 

and hopes for it to be completed by the end of next 

week. 

Girgarre Events Committee: An events committee has 

been formed to activate the spaces in Girgarre includ-

ing the Gargarro Soundshell – it is planned to hold its 

first meeting in May. 

Gargarro: Report page 5. A special thank you to Cam-

paspe Shire Council and Councillors Adrian Western 

and John Zobec for the donation of road base that was 

laid for the foundation pad of the Gargarro Green 

Thumbs Nursery and the lateral roads in the Botanical 

gardens.   

 Jigarre Jammin’:  Report page 4. A great success for 

this first online music session. 

Open Gardens Festival:  Loraine Warde reported that 

planning is still proceeding for a late October Open gar-

dens event with an Autumn event occurring if the  

Corona lockdown continues late into the year. 

 

Friends of the Garden:  Bernie Ryan reported that 

small maintenance projects are still happening at the 

Garden. 

Hall Committee: Dennis Hammond reported while all is 

quiet committee have been completing an information 

guide to hall hirers. Hall committee is also preparing an 

advertising plan promoting what we have to offer, in-

cluding good spaces, technology and great food and 

reasonable rates – we see this is an opportunity to 

work with Friends of the Gardens.   

Parks: John and Loraine Warde are continuing routine 

garden maintenance and have planted 100 additional 

trees and shrubs in the parks and gardens.  

Dump site for green waste on  Little Curr Road: Shire 

reports that the dump site on Little Curr Road will be 

permanently closed – signage will be installed in the 

near future and Shire will monitor site on a regular ba-

sis. 

RSL: Report page 15. Rob Axen reported that Laurie 

Young raised the flags at dawn on Anzac Day. Research 

into the 100 years centenary is continuing. Depending 

on current restrictions being lifted, Plan A is to hold a 

celebration dinner. Plan B is to hold  a more discrete 

dedication ceremony around the two updated memori-

al stones at the hall. Also, RSL is conducting a chocolate 

drive.  

Rec Reserve:  Greg Fitzpatrick reported that all is quiet 

at the Rec Reserve however the Football Club holds a 

Thursday night online members draw which is proving 

to be very successful. 

Cottage:  Duncan Rodrick took the opportunity to in-

form the Development group that Irene Labbett has 

resigned from her position as editor of the Gazette and 

thanked her for her wonderful contribution she has 

made in her time as editor.  

Kindergarten: Sally Canny reported that lead educator 

Robyn at the Girgarre Community Kindergarten has 

been undertaking remote learning via zoom to deliver 

a unique program to our community’s children – lots of 

singing, stories and activities. Jan Smith. Chair. 

Girgarre Development Group  

Celebrating The Achievements of Our Town 

28 April 2020 Meeting Report  
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While there’s a glimmer of hope that Aus-
tralia is experiencing a flattening of the curve and the criti-
cal threat of the virus might soon pass, the implications of 
COVID-19 across Community Bank sponsorships, will be felt 
for some time.  
  Our Community Bank charter is ‘We reinvest profit 
back into our local communities’. That charter remains, no 
matter the difficult circumstances in which we now find 
ourselves.  
  We need to keep engaging with our communities, 
not just showing we care, but stepping up to the challenge 
to provide real and tangible support. As we prepare to 
move from crisis to recovery we need to take a proactive 

role in rebuilding our communities. It’s more than just 
words. It’s activating our promise.  
  We are very pleased to be able to support the 
Cottage with funds to purchase meat and to make possible 
the continued support to the Girgarre Community. Provid-
ing and delivering to the elderly and vulnerable,  nutritious 
meals and food parcels twice a week.   
  This wonderful initiative and service by the  
Community Cottage is to be commended, not only does it 
fulfill the basic requirement of nutritious food but the vital 
face to face contact during this stressful and isolating time.  
  Once again the Rushworth & District Community 
Bank is able to support Girgarre with sponsorship.  
If you are not banking with Rushworth & District Communi-
ty Bank, might be a good time to rethink why not?  
Community Banking looks after communities.   

Christine Borger. Chair 

GIRGARRE R.S.L. OFFERS TO HELP 

On Anzac Day, the local RSL raised the flag as usual at 6am.  
Like all members of the Girgarre Community, R.S.L. members 
are extremely concerned for the well being of our members 
and their respective families.  In fact, it is the very reason for 
our existence, the looking after your mates’ families should 
your mate be unable to do so. 

  The community at this time of great need is leading 
the way forward and makes us all feel very proud and is truly 
living up to the Anzac tradition. 

  Many of our roles have had to be either cancelled, put 
on the back burner or scaled back.  Our 100 year celebrations 
in October will possibly, at this stage, not take place in 2020.  
      Anzac Day was celebrated with individual events and will 

never be forgotten, Lest We Forget.  Golf 
Bowls Day usually held on Anzac Day was not 
held but rest assured we will be back bigger 
and better in 2021.  Thank you to all our sup-
ports and sponsors, we will keep you posted on where we go 
from here.  
  To our community, we are there for you and offer our 
support to you one and all in any way in which you feel we 
may be of help, we stand by you all, our thoughts and pray-
ers are with you all. 

 Should any R.S.L. member or community member feel 
that we may be able to help you, large or small, we are only a 
phone call away. Laurie Young – 0429 009 515.  Robert Axen 
– 5854 6429. Bill Perry – 0408 174 543.  Stay safe. 

Who doesn’t like chocolate?  The response of many local groups offering to assist anyone in need  

during this crisis has been tremendous and greatly appreciated. The RSL is one such group as you can read above. 
However, now they are asking for a little good will in return. The RSL has been left with quite a 
large number of 100g blocks of dark and milk chocolate due to the cancellation of the  golf and 
bowls day. The chocolates are branded with the Girgarre RSL sub branch logo and sell for $8 a 
block. Let’s give a little back to the RSL... Phone and place your order now.  
Contact Rob Axen on 5854 6429 or Laurie Young 5854 6303/0429 009 515.  
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DON’T FORGET YOUR FRIENDS DURING 
SOCIAL ISOLATION WILL YOU?  

 
It’s important to stay connected with 

friends and family at this time to reduce 
feelings of loneliness and isolation 

 ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE LIVING ALONE.  

A friendly phone call for a chat doesn’t take 
long. Even a card or note will be appreciated. 

If you need professional help phone 

Lifeline  - 13 11 14 

Beyond Blue -  1300 22 4636 

Kids Helpline - 1800 55 1800  
or kidshelpline.com.au 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-
covid-19-daily-update 

Sweeten the Day   
A tried and true recipe, an easy one for  

children to cook, with a little adult supervision. 

Melt and Mix Slice 
In a large saucepan or microwave bowl-place 

 90g butter and melt add,  

 1 cup soft brown sugar 

 Teaspoon of vanilla es-
sence   

 Cool.   Add one egg. 

 ½ cup sultanas  

 ½ cup chopped walnuts.  

 Mix in 1½ cups S R flour.  

Grease and line a slice tray with bake paper, giving 
it a little overhang at each short end to make it easy 
to remove from the tray. Tip in the above blended 
mixture and spread evenly.  Bake in a moderate ov-
en approx. 15 mins. Optional, use mixed fruit and 
nuts or add a little ground spice or ginger. Yum!  

YOU WILL NEED  

 Cupcake liners (patty pans) 

• Buttons 

• Scissors 

• White glue 

• Masking tape 

• Craft sticks, wooden dowels, or unsharpened 
pencils 

 Green paper (optional) 

 If your cupcake liners are white on the inside, carefully turn them inside-out. 

 Decorate the center of each flower. Try out these ideas: 

 a  Paper circle - cut out a circle out of paper, craft foam or felt.       
 Glue this at the center of the flower. 

 a Button or bead - glue a large button or bead at the center of each flower. 

 Glitter  

 Glue or tape a craft stick, drinking straw, wooden, dowel, or unsharpened pencil at the back of 
each flower. https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/cupcake-liner-flowers.html 

MAKE SOME PRETTY PATTY PAN FLOWERS FOR MOTHER’S DAY 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-update
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-update
https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/cupcake-liner-flowers.html
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Colour Me In 
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What a term, teaching online with most students at home.  
The school is such a lonely place without its lifeblood...our 
smiling students.    
  The staff at Girgarre are working overtime to provide 
families with meaningful learning experiences that are both 
challenging and achieveable….in a home environment.    
 There have been a few hiccups with our online 
platform being overloaded, but we have managed to get 
around these problems.  
  Some parents have opted for hard copies of the work, 
which we have provided.  Completed work is starting to come 
back, much of it online, so now teachers are giving feedback 
as well as planning and researching suitable content…..plenty 
happening.  The daily PowerPoints with  
instructions  and voiceovers explaining the children’s work 
has been a real winner.  
   The school is providing supervision for a handful of 
children whose parents both work and can’t be at home.  

These students are doing the same online work, only at 
school.   
  Staff are also in close communication via email or SMS,  
informing parents and students, answering queries and trying 
to troubleshoot technical problems.  Our technical, Gang, has 
also been most helpful.  
  Each student has a laptop, provided by the school, to 
complete their work on as well as a workbook. Upload, down-
load, login, click on this link are now common words in all 
households.  ”Mum, what’s my password for Sumdog?”,  
“Mum I can’t log in”,   “Mum, how do you do this” are also 
common catchcries in every household…as is “Go and ask 
your dad”  “ I’m busy here, work it out yourself”  “Can’t you 
see I’m cooking tea?” 

Ah for normality to return!   Peter Caldow (Principal) 

Photo left: One of the Primary’s best smiley faces -  Chevy, 

read his Easter story Well done Chevy. 

Chevy’s Easter narrative (Big Write)  

The Easter bunny tripped over and hurt his knee on my 
kitchen chair as he hopped threw my house delivering   
Easter eggs.  I woke to the sound of him banging  around in 
my kitchen holding his knee then I rushed to help him and 
put a bandaid on his knee. After that the Easter bunny gave 
me a hug and an egg then hopped off to deliver eggs to all 
the other boys and girls.  That’s a happy smile Chevy! 

Educating Children at Home - A New and Novel Experience  

Above: April’s pretty autumn collage. Below: find the crea-
tures hiding in the pictures. Below left: Piper’s and right, 
Landon’s. 

Autumn leaves, red and gold make for some pretty  
creative art work from the PS students. 
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During the Covid-19 virus  restrictions, the Post Office will not be open on Saturdays. 

 Just before the end of term one Girgarre Community 
Kindergarten was beginning to feel the effects of Coro-
navirus with the kindergarten’s attendance dwindling 
with families choosing to keep their kindergarten chil-
dren home.  

 Girgarre Community Kindergarten has been 
working remotely with children from the beginning of 
term two with the reduction of kindergarten children 
attending evident. 

 Girgarre Community Kindergarten educators 
firstly organised a "kindergarten pack" that included 
remote programming, hands-on activities, recipes and 
art resources (such as textas) from the kindergarten 
and was hand delivered to children’s letterboxes by 
educators Robyn and Kylie. 

 But Girgarre Community Kindergarten educators 
felt the pack was not enough of "staying in touch" with 
the kindergarten children who chose to stay at home. 
Educator Robyn offered to all 2020 kindergarten fami-
lies to utilise the app "Zoom". Zoom is a remote confer-
encing service that combines video conferencing, 
online meetings, chat, and mobile collaboration.  
Each kinder day the kindergarten child should attend 
normally, Girgarre Community Kindergarten educators 

have invited their household to “zoom” 15-20 minutes 
individually.  

Girgarre Community Kindergarten has found the 
platform of Zoom a great success for all who have par-
ticipated and led to some amazing conversations and 
show and tell around their households including show-
ing pets and favourite storybooks. Educators hope to 
continue planning future emergent activities that chil-
dren can do from home but in collaboration with edu-
cators and even a whole kinder group zoom meeting in 
the near future! 

  Educator Robyn has also continued her daily Fa-
cebook posts and interactive videos through the 
Girgarre Community Kindergarten Facebook page. 
There has been wonderful feedback from past and pre-
sent families on the daily posts so Robyn is extremely 
happy to continue with the posts and videos. A great 
tool for the Girgarre Community Kindergarten Families 
(past and present) and the wider community with activ-
ity ideas, interactive videos or listening to a story being 
read by Robyn. Please join the public page, if you have-
n’t already done so and become part of Girgarre Com-
munity Kindergarten’s isolation fun.    Robyn Swan  

Find us on Facebook 

Girgarre Community Kindergarten 
Girgarre Community Kindergarten 

Right: Two Bluey characters from a  children’s tv show and one of 
the Grannies “Janet and Rita” who the Kinder enlisted to help 
deliver the kindergarten packs . They found this photo opportunity 
on their busy driving round in Girgarre. An opportunity not to be 
missed.. 

Community Kindergarten 
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